Churches Together in Derbyshire 

with the Church of North India

Conference

Current issues facing the churches in

Derbyshire and India
Tuesday 15th July 2008 at St. Mary’s church, Wirksworth

9.30 am
Arrival and coffee

10.00 

Welcome and introduction – the Bishop of Derby

10.05

Overview:


- Rev. Christopher Harrison, Chairman, Derbyshire Churches North India



Partnership Council


- The Rt. Rev’d Pradeep Samantaroy, Bishop of Amritsar

10.45

Workshops:



(i)
Gender issues and the role of women in our churches today:




- The Rt. Rev’d Purely Lyngdoh, Bishop of NE India and Deputy





Moderator, CNI




- The Rev’d Jean Burgess, St. George and St. Mary’s church, 

Gresley, Derbyshire



(ii)
Opportunities and threats for Christian mission in the UK and India:




- The Rt. Rev’d Philip Marandih, Bishop of Patna




- The Rev’d Michael Mitton, Mission and Ministry Development Adviser,





Diocese of Derby



(iii)
The Church and social engagement:




- The Rt. Rev’d Pradip Kamble, Bishop of Nasik




- Mrs Joy Bates, Derby Diocese Council for Social Responsibility



(iv)
Slavery and human trafficking:




- The Rt. Rev’d Probal Kanto Dutta, Bishop of Durgapur

- Mr Colin Darling, Churches Alert to Sex Trafficking across Europe (CHASTE)

12.00

Coffee

12.15

Plenary Session, chaired by the Bishop of Derby and the Bishop of NE India

1.00

Final Prayers, followed by lunch – available to all participants, in Wirksworth Church

All are invited to attend the conference – no prior theological expertise is assumed or necessary!   However, for those who are interested, the following resources give some useful background to the issues which will be discussed:

(i)
Gender issues and the role of women in our churches today:

The role of women in the church:  see "Woman-Power in the Canonical Gospels: A Paradigm for the Modern Patriarchal Societies" by T. Johnson Chakkuvarackal, Serampore College, West Bengal -
 

(ii)
Opportunities and threats for Christian mission in the UK and India:
"Opportunities and threats for Christian Mission in the UK and in India":  see "Religious Liberty in Contemporary India" by Sathianathan Clarke,  Associate Professor in the Department of Theology and Ethics, United Theological College, Bangalore -
(an analysis of threats to religious liberty in India today, and of what Christian mission means in this context). 

Also useful is "A Fresh Look at the Issues of Conversion and Baptism in Relation to Mission" by J. Jayakiran Sebastian, Presbyter of the Church of South India and Associate Professor in the Department of Theology and Ethics at the United Theological College,
Bangalore. 

(iii)
The Church and social engagement:

There is much material on the work of the Church of North India amongst poor and disadvantaged communities on the website of the CNI’s Board for Social Services.   See also the CNI’s home page for recent news on social justice initiatives.

(iv)
Slavery and human trafficking:

Information about the work of Churches Alert to Sex Trafficking across Europe can be found at the CHASTE website.

See a recent report by the CNI on the Trafficking of women and children in the state of Bihar, and also the paper abolished_not_destroyed , Remembering the Slave Trade in the 21st Century (paper by the World Council of Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches and Council for World Mission)
