Subject: Orissa - India's worst ever communal violence; 10,000 Christians displaced - please pray!!

Dear Friends,

Orissa is burning with unprecedented violence against poor Christians. The situation has deteriorated with each passing day; people are loosing faith in the government and are trying to escape in the jungles to save their lives. Here is a report on the situation, please take time out and earnestly pray! 

Thank you for your prayers,

Davidson Solanki
Orissa - India's worst ever communal violence. 10,000 Christians displaced

Saturday 30th August, brought some good news at last after a week of India's worst ever communal terror and violence against Christians. Media reports quote government saying that Christians were not involved in the killing of Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) leader Swami Lakshmanananda Saraswati and four others on August 23rd. Also, an alleged Maoist leader, Azad, has reportedly claimed responsibility for the killing. This vindicates the Christian bodies that have all along denied the baseless allegations that were being made by the fundamental Hindu groups, including the main group, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh [RSS] and the opposition party, the Bharatiya Janata Party [BJP]. 
Evangelical Fellowship of India, EFI, [mail@efionline.org], on Friday, wrote with deep concern that the violence on Christians, which had entered into the sixth day, continued unabated in Kandhamal District, the same area that suffered at Christmas. The Christians are dalits and tribal people, such as the Konds, among whom the Baptist Missionary Society of UK worked in the 1900-50s. 

Later the same day EFI posted a report headed: Dharna for Orissa Communal Violence, A Success. Over 5,000 Christians from all denominations gathered at Orissa Bhawan in New Delhi as a show of solidarity with the Christian victims of the communal violence. Also that day Christian educational institutions remained closed throughout India, all 45,000 of them. 

Condemning the violence, Archbishop Raphael Cheenath, Catholic Archbishop of the Bhubaneshwar said, "Over 50,000 people have been displaced and over 2000 homes destroyed." He added that "the police were mere bystanders as the rioters' rampaged village after village." The known death toll has now mounted to 20. Many more are feared dead according to unconfirmed reports. People are still hiding in the forest.

Prominent social activists at the dharna expressed solidarity with the Christian Community, especially thanking them for their service to the nation through the numerous schools, colleges and medical institutions and the service to the poor and the oppressed in the most remote regions of the country. One activist  stated that the targeting of Christians affected not only them but every citizen of India.

Voices from the front line in Bolangir and Diptipur

Ashish Rajhans, ASHA, Bolangir, writes: “We are trying to be with people at all levels and also finding ways  and means to identify the connectors and dividers. We are very careful  for all movements  and action.  There are 7 church already burnt or destroyed surrounding Bolangir. Bolangir is still untouched.” 

We are very thankful to many of the locals - teachers, businessmen- who have been supporting the local Christian community. Yesterday a group of political leaders visited Padampur and Diptipur, promising all help and support.”

It is reported that thousands of extremists have been brought  from Gujarat and Chhattisgarh to perpetrate this violence which has spread to all the districts of Orissa. Their agenda is to wipe out Christians and Christianity from India starting from Orissa.

It is utterly unacceptable that the response of the Government has been inadequate so far to tackle the situation that has become the boiling pot of crooked political agendas of the Sangh Parivar, Hindu extremists.

The National United Christian Forum (NUCF), Catholic and Protestant, has appealed to one and all to maintain communal harmony and peace. Christian young men are in need of restraint. 

The Forum has declared Sunday, September 7th 2008 as a Day of Prayer and Fasting in the “hope that all our dioceses, our churches, parish communities and all church institutions/organizations will hold prayer services and memorial gatherings on this day, highlighting the need for our solidarity with all the victims and pray for all our Missionaries in India, who are facing most trying and difficult times for the sake of the Gospel.”

31st August 2008 EFI bulletin - Black Sunday in Jeypore, Orissa 

The violence continues and is being reported on national TV as breaking news. The biggest news story, though, was the triumph of the Hindu Shrine committee in Jammu and Kashmir that was aggressively demonstrating for land and facilities for pilgrims. 

At Bamanigaon there was an attack last night around 11 p.m. and much property destroyed. This, despite a curfew in place. The senior Police officer called for a peace committee meeting, a good initiative, which was attended by a good number of people. However, the VHP and Bajrang Dal activists refused to participate. 

Letters of protest and appeal have been sent by churches and Christian organisations to political leaders; President, Prime Minister, leader of Congress and ruling coalition, Home Minister, Orissa Chief Minister and police chief. A three-fold request has been made: 

“to restore law and order and just governance immediately,  to uphold the Constitution of India in a worthy manner, and for urgent relief and full rehabilitation to the suffering community and access permitted for the wider Christian community to assist in the full restoration of victims.”

Pray for:

Protection and, for the highest, a sense of security, unnatural courage and restraint given by God himself to all the fearful believers in scattered homes and villages, and to staff and workers in Christian institutions and offices. Baptist churches are being targeted particularly. 
Orissa people living away from their homes as they hear dreadful reports, not knowing how to help their loved ones best, whether to go home or to stay away.

Wisdom by Christian leaders, including Bishop CK Das, Bishop Samson Das, Ashish and Rajnish, and strength of resolve to encourage and protect the people, to voice the full extent of violence and boldness to advocate for justice in the clearest terms with factual evidence and legal expertise.

Effective, coordinated voice from the Christian community at large to be raised loudly and assertively, both in India and internationally.

The national and state leaders, each one, to be decisive in acting with integrity and courage upholding the full values of Constitutional justice, liberty, equality and fraternity.

Policemen in the ranks to do their duty to the best of their ability against desperate odds.

For the solidarity of the wide Christian community to be fearless and a loud witness to the world of true oneness in Christ .

Any attempts by the extremists to spread false, malicious information and accusations through the media to be thwarted.

Praise God for support that has come from outside the Christian community.

