From: Pradeep Kumar Samantaroy [mailto:bunu13@rediffmail.com] 
Sent: 06 September 2008 19:45

Subject: From Bunu

  
  
Dear Friends,

Official records of the anti-Christian violence in Orissa claim that only 14 people were killed. However, it takes only one visit to the relief camps in the Kandhamal area to expose the government's underreporting of Kandhamal's dead in the brutal aftermath of Laxmananda Saraswati's killing on August 23, 2008.

The people have not forgotten how their loved ones were axed, beheaded, torched and then blown up with gas cylinders. Those who survived, claim that hundreds of bodies are still rotting in the forest because no search operations were conducted. These killings are not mentioned in official figures because there was no proof of these murders. One of the survivors, Chiranjan Digal, says "How can we offer proof when we couldn't even go back to collect the ashes?" His brother Akbar Digal, a pastor, was allegedly beheaded because he refused to become a Hindu. People say that at least eight other pastors were killed.
Other unregistered murder cases include those of Pastor Matthew Naik from Kanbagiri and Gopana Naik from Badimunda village. Gopana had escaped to the forest but while he was returning to his village to assess the damage he was caught by the radicals. He was then dragged into a nearby church .He was killed with an iron rod and his body was burnt under a pile of church furniture. His sister-in-law Mamta was a witness to the murder but no FIR has been lodged yet.

There are numerous stories of the desperation of survivors living in heavy guilt. They feel shattered that they are alive while their relatives have died such horrible deaths. One among those is that of Dhai Naik who had to leave his mother-in-law behind to escape from the fury of the mob. She died of starvation and her body hasn't been found yet. 

On 5th September four nuns belonging to Missionaries of Charity were traveling by train from Raipur to Indore with few infants. Some Bajrang Dal and Vishwa Hindu Parishad goons dragged them out of the train and thrashed them. The Sisters sustained severe injuries and were taken to Raipur for treatment. Even after repeated attempts the police have not filed any case against the culprits.

Tomorrow (Sunday the 7th) will be observed as THE DAY OF PRAYER all over India. Please join us in prayer. All congregations of Amritsar will come together in prayer at the St. Paul's Church, Amritsar at 5 
pm.A solidarity march is being organized to be held at Bhubaneshwar on the 17th of September. The Diocese of Amritsar is planning to send a delegation of 30 people including members of Sikh and Islamic faith from Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir to participate in this rally. 

Please register your protest by writing to the Prime Minister and President of India. Further, please publicize the atrocities meted out to the Christians in Orissa in your media. 

Thank you for joining us in our journey of suffering.
Love and prayers,
Bunu
Bishop P.K.Samantaroy
26, R.B.Prakash Chand Road
Amritsar - 143001
Punjab
INDIA

-----Original Message-----
From: Pradeep Kumar Samantaroy [mailto:bunu13@rediffmail.com] 


Greeting from Amritsar Diocese

You must be aware of the recent happenings in Orissa, India. It is alarming
that the violence against Christians continues though the government says
everything is under control. Please log on to our website
www.amritsardiocese.org (current news) to get up-to-date information about
Orissa. We will keep updating everyday. We request you to pray for the
vicitims and also for the efforts of the Churches and other organisations in
addressing this issue

Please circualte this mail to your other contacts.

With prayers and best wishes,

+Samantaroy


Bishop P.K.Samantaroy
26, R.B.Prakash Chand Road
Amritsar - 143001
Punjab
INDIA

Dear Friends,

Loving greetings! The situation in Orissa seems to be getting better. The
violence in most areas is under control but no one knows what happens when
the Para-military forces are withdrawn. 
The rural Christians continue to flee to refugee camps at Berhampur,
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack and other urban locations where the security
arrangements are more stringent. They are fleeing because of fear of further
attack. They are given a choice, "re-convert to Hinduism and live happily or
face the consequences.

It is sad that the whole issue of religious terrorism is being diluted by
linking this horrendous violence to conversion by Christians. It may be
worthwhile to note though the FREEDOM OF RELIGION BILL has been enacted in 7
states of India not even one case of conversion by force or coercion is
proved. If a Hindu is to convert, permission from a magistrate is required
but if a Christian is to convert no permission is necessary because it is
called home coming.

I am attaching a story of Rajni who was burnt alive by the Hindu
Fundamentalists thinking that she was converted to Christianity. 
But the truth is she was a Hindu orphan girl given shelter by Fr. 
Edward Sequeira after she was disowned by her foster parents.

See http://orissaburning.blogspot.com/2008/09/father-they-are-going-to-burn-me-rajnis.html
