Statement by the Archbishop of Canterbury

The Archbishop of Canterbury, who is currently on holiday following the Lambeth Conference, has expressed profound distress at the extreme violence being used in Orissa in recent days against the lives and property of Christians there. Such violence cannot be justified and this, together with the murder of Swami Lakshmananda Saraswati, should be especially abhorrent to people of faith, whether Christian or Hindu. He has called for intense prayer for the suffering churches and for an end to the violence and harassment. He hopes that Christians and people of faith around the world will make known their horror at this violence, their support for the rebuilding of lives and the churches, orphanages and schools destroyed, and for work towards future reconciliation. 
